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“GOD AND GOVERNMENT – A Biblical Framework” 
(Romans 13:1-5; 1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

 
Intro … This morning, on this Independence Day weekend, as we find 
ourselves in the midst of yet another ‘Election Year,’ I would share  
with you this brief Communion Meditation:  
 

“God and Government – A Biblical Framework”. 
 
I have printed up more than the usual amount of completed note sheets for 
you might want to keep these thoughts handy as the campaign rhetoric 
increases in volume and intensity.  
 
How should we who ‘Walk with the Spirit of God though this earthly life’ and 
especially we who ‘Walk with Him through life in the United States of 
America’ view things? What is the biblical framework within which we 
should carry out our role as citizens of this country of ours – How should  
we look at our Government and at those who would govern us? 
 
In response to those most relevant questions, I would share these two Key 
Scriptures with you … Keep in mind that these words were written by one 
who would lose his life to the Emperor’s Executioner! 
 

 

TODAY’S TWO KEY SCRIPTURES … 
 
Romans 13:1-5 … 

 

“Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is  
no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that  

exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against  
the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who  

do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for  
those who do right, but for those who do wrong. 

 
 Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he 

will commend you. For he is God's servant to do you good.  
 

But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing.  
He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.  

Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of  
possible punishment but also because of conscience.”  

 



 
1 Timothy 2:1-2 … 

 
“I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving  

be made for everyone—  for kings and all those in authority, that we 
 may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” 

 
 
 
Several things jump right out of those Scriptures …  
Let me just ‘highlight’ them. 
 
Note with me first of all … 
 

1. THE ORIGIN OF HUMAN GOVERNMENT … 
(Human Government is God’s Idea.) 

 
* God has ESTABLISHED all human GOVERNMENT - the OFFICE. 

“There is no authority except that which God has established.” - Romans 13:1a 
 

God believes in authority and in people living under authority – Men were not designed 
and never were capable of ‘running their own lives’. The arrival of sin only made that 

incapability more obvious. The ultimate outcome of men living independently of 
authority is not liberty but chaos! 

 

Earthly Authority exists because God has recognized the need for it  
and has established the various ‘Offices’ through which it is to be expressed. 

That’s what the Bible says. 
 
 

* God has ESTABLISHED all human GOVERNORS – the OFFICE-HOLDERS 
“The authorities that exist have been established by God.” - Romans 13:1b 

 
God understands that authority can only be administered by human agency. 

Documents and Offices can provide the boundaries and provide the seat  
of authority but it takes people (‘authorities’ - office-holders) to actually  
administer that authority. All human governors have been put into office  
by the Hand of God whether they recognize it or not. They work for and  

are accountable to Him whether they recognize that or not. 
 
 
Note with me secondly this morning  … 

 
 
 
 



2. THE RESPONSIBILITY OF HUMAN GOVERNORS 
(Human Governors have a very specific God-Given Agenda.) 

 
More than anything else when we Americans go to the polls to vote we should  
have these responsibilities in mind. Which of these persons running for office do  

we believe is most likely to focus upon them and successfully fulfill them? 
 

Human Governors are: 
 

* To COMMEND – REWARD that which is RIGHT 
“Do what is right and he will commend you.”- Romans 13:3b 

 
Office holders at whatever level they are found should be concerned with  

discovering and rewarding behavior that is in keeping with that which is good  
and right – discovering and rewarding behavior that is in keeping with the values  

of the country (as seen in the laws the country has adopted) and which  
contributes to the advancement of those values. 

 
Good behavior that goes unrewarded becomes less valued  

and therefore less pursued. 
 

On the other hand and equally important, Human Governors are: 
 

* To CONDEMN – PUNISH that which is WRONG 
“He is God’s Servant … to bring punishment upon the wrongdoer.”- Rom. 13:4b 

 
Office holders, at whatever level, are to seek out and punish behavior  
that is out of step with (detrimental and damaging to) the established  

values of the society (the laws of the land). 
 

Detrimental, illegal behavior, that goes unpunished becomes  
less heinous and thus less avoided. 

 
 

And now and most importantly of all for us who follow Christ ,  
Human Governors are: 

 

* To CREATE A STABLE and SECURE Environment 
“That we may live quiet and peaceful lives in all godliness and holiness”-1 Tim. 2:2 

 
The Holy Spirit stirred the Apostle Paul to identify this as the most desirable outcome of 
‘Good Government’ … to create an environment in which we believers can live quiet, 

peaceful lives as we pursue godliness and holiness. 
 

By the way, would you say that that is your ultimate goal in life? 
Are you coming to understand that that is ‘Pneuma’s’ Goal for you? 

 



Now note Thirdly this morning … 
 

3. THE BELIEVER’S ATTITUDE TOWARD HUMAN GOVERNORS 
 

* These People are serving God’s PURPOSES. 
 

Look past the person to see the purpose. God sees them as a necessary part of the 
human equation – Chaos would reign without them though sometimes it seems  

to reign even with them for they are as flawed by sin as anyone else. 
 
 

* These People are to be VALUED and HONORED for their SERVICE. 
 

Value them and honor them as a bunch even if you have difficulty with some of them 
individually … chances are the more we came to know them individually the more we 

would understand them and possibly even sympathize with  
the difficulty of the task they have undertaken. 

 
 

* I am to purposely and even passionately PRAY for them. 
“I urge that requests, prayers, intercessions and thanksgiving be made for …  

kings and all those in authority.” – 1 Timothy 2:1 
 

Human Governors are to be objects of our prayer – specifically we are to pray  
that they successfully carry out the responsibilities which God has laid upon  

human government and upon them as human governors –that chaos  
be avoided and peaceful and quiet living be afforded. 

 
Here now is a final and most important aspect of the Believers Attitude 
toward human governors and human government. 
 

* I am to SUBMIT myself to the Laws of the Land and  
HONORthe Law-Makers and Law-Enforcers of the land  

as much as my CONSCIENCE will allow. 
 
 

“It is necessary to submit not only because of possible punishment  
but also for conscience sake.” – Romans 13:5 

 

In this passage, Paul is pointing out that conscience will point drive us in  
the direction of obedience … I should drive the speed limit because it’s  

the ‘right thing to do’ – my conscience chides me when I don’t. 
 

I should pay my taxes honestly because it’s the ‘right thing to do’ –  
my conscience chides me when I don’t. 

 

However, there might come times when I violate the law of the land  
for the very same reason … ‘my conscience chides me when I obey’. 

This is called ‘Civil Disobedience’. 



A Christian engages in it only when One Clear Instruction of God over-rides 
His Instructions regarding Human Government and Human Governors. 

There have been key times in our History when that has happened. 
 

This today however is not a message investigating the Dynamics of  
Civil Disobedience – It is a message defining for us the  

Dynamics of Human Government. 
 
 
And so here now is … 
 

 

TODAY’S KEY POINT … 
 

The ROLE of Government/Governors is to provide an Environment  
of STABILITY and SECURITY in which its CITIZENS can live  

QUIET, PEACEFUL, GOD-HONORING LIVES! 
 
 

Keep the people safe and secure – Provide maximum opportunity  
for all the people to live their lives in quietness and peace and  

to worship and honor God as they see fit.  
 

This is the ultimate role that God would  
have human governors play. Nothing more, nothing less.  

Each of them will one day give account to Him for how well they have done. 
 
And now, since we are soon to elect one of these, let me narrow down  
our focus in Today’s Final Thot …  
 

 
Final Thot …  
 

The PRESIDENT of the United States is not expected to be the  
Nation’sChief CHRISTIAN rather the President of the United States is 

expected to be the Nation’s Chief CUSTODIAN – making sure (as Chief 
Executive) that the government FULFILLS its God-Given ROLE. 

 

Any President who does that is a GOOD one.  
 


